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         Alma, WI 54610-0517
DATE:  May 4, 2009

TO:  County Board Members and Health and Human Services Committee Members
FROM:  Jen Rombalski, Health Officer

RE:  H1N1 Influenza A (Swine Flu) Virus Outbreak

As you are likely aware, Governor Jim Doyle declared a Public Health Emergency on April 30, 2009 in response to the current H1N1 Influenza A (Swine Flu) virus outbreak. This new influenza virus has caused widespread illness in the United States and at present, there are 3 confirmed and 100 probable cases in Wisconsin. 
Public Health has been preparing for this kind of emergency. Your Health Department staff is carefully monitoring this situation. We have opened a Department Operations Center and have set up regular briefings for our Incident Command System staff. We are participating in regular conference calls with the State and the Coulee Region Public Health Preparedness Consortium. We have been working hard to disseminate information to all of our partners including clinics, infection control practitioners, schools, child care facilities, businesses, churches, emergency responders, neighboring counties including Wabasha and Winona, and more. A press release (enclosed) was sent today and will be in the local papers this week. Buffalo County Public Health has followed-up on one suspect case of H1N1 Influenza A (Swine Flu); the individual was tested and results were negative for Influenza A.  
You can help minimize the spread of H1N1 Influenza A (Swine Flu) and protect yourself and your family by following these steps (and encouraging others to follow them too):

1) Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently

2) Cover your cough or sneeze

3) Stay at home when you are sick

In addition, we are encouraging families to have a plan in the event we need to close a school or day care facility. The Health Officer has the authority under State Statute 252.03 (1) and (2) to close schools, day care facilities, and to forbid public gatherings in the event these are necessary to decrease the spread of disease.

For additional information, you can visit the www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov or  www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ websites, which have updates on cases in Wisconsin and the United States as well as many other resources. The public may call 2-1-1, which is available 24 hours a day/7 days per week to answer questions. 






