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October, 2009
Dear Parents/guardians: 

As you may have heard, a new influenza virus, called the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus, was first identified in the United States in late April 2009.  The virus has caused illness ranging from mild to severe, including hospitalizations and deaths in adults and children. Many children have gotten 2009 H1N1 infection and there have been large outbreaks in some schools across the country. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has recommended that children and young adults aged 6 months through 24 years be vaccinated against 2009 H1N1 as soon as the vaccine is available.  Other groups recommended to get the first available doses of the vaccine include:  
· Pregnant women
· People who live with or care for children younger than 6 months of age
· Health care and emergency medical services workers, and 
· People ages 25 through 64 years who have certain health conditions such as HIV, diabetes, or heart or lung disease.
Vaccination is the best way to protect your child from this potentially serious disease.  The Polk County Health Department is working with your child’s school to give the 2009 H1N1 influenza vaccine to children in grades K-12 at school.  Vaccination clinics scheduled at your school are listed below:

School District

Date of H1N1 Clinic


Consent Forms Due 
St. Croix Falls


Tuesday, November 10

Thursday, November 5
Unity



Wednesday, November 11

Friday, November 6


Clayton


Thursday, November 12

Monday, November 9

Luck



Friday, November 13


Tuesday, November 10

Osceola


Monday, November 16

Wednesday, November 11

Clear Lake


Tuesday, November 17

Thursday, November 12

Amery



Wednesday, November 18

Friday, November 13

Frederic


Thursday, November 19

Monday, November 16

There are two types of 2009 H1N1 vaccine that will be offered at the schools.  One type is the traditional “shot” and the other type is a nasal spray that creates a fine mist when administered into the nostrils and can be used in children from 2 years of age through adults up to 50 years of age. Children less than 10 will need two doses of vaccine spaced about 3-4 weeks apart.  The Health Department staff will return to your school in 4 weeks to give the second doses needed.
Key points to remember:

1. You have the right to decline the 2009 H1N1 vaccine for your child or adolescent, either because you do not want your child vaccinated or you wish to have the vaccine given elsewhere.  If this is the case, simply do not return the consent form.

2. There is no cost to anyone for the 2009 H1N1 vaccine. The Health Department will bill insurance for an “administration fee” if approved by the parent.  This amount covers the cost of administering the vaccine. No family will get any type of bill for this vaccination.
3. You must return the vaccine consent form to the school if you want your child vaccinated at the school.  We will not accept phone consents. If there is no consent form at the school for your child, he/she will not be vaccinated. Some schools will only be mailing one packet of this information per family, thus extra consent forms will be available at the schools or available for download at www.polkcountyflu.com
4. Health Department staff will review all consent forms.  If we find medical considerations that suggest your child or adolescent should be vaccinated at a physician’s office, we will contact you before proceeding.
5. Every effort will be made to honor your indicated preference for vaccine type—intranasal or intramuscular.  This decision will be made by the nurses based on vaccine supply and information about your child’s health status.  
6. If you child is absent on the day of the vaccination clinic, he/she can receive the vaccine at the health department or from your usual health care provider. Please call either for an appointment.
If you have any questions about the vaccine or the vaccination clinics, please call the Health Department at 715-485-8500 and ask to speak to the Public Health Nurse serving your school. Please visit the following websites for H1N1 information: http://www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov, http://www.polkcountyflu.com and also http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/parents for information especially for parents. Your child’s health care provider also can answer your questions about the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus and will be able to give your child the 2009 H1N1 vaccine. 
Sincerely,
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Gretchen Sampson RN MPH
Director/Health Officer

ENC:
Vaccine Information Statements


Vaccine Consent Form
100 Polk County Plaza    -    Suite 180    -    Balsam Lake WI 54810    -    715.485.8500     -     FAX 715.485.8501









