Algorithm for School Responses to Student Illness for the 2009-2010 School Year under conditions with similar severity as in spring 2009
Unlikely to be influenza. Treat per normal school policy and procedure for student’s symptoms.





NO





Does the student have a fever or chills 


AND 


cough or sore throat?





Implement appropriate infection control measures.


Send the student to a room separate from others until he or she can be sent home. 


Provide the student with a surgical mask.


School personnel are to wear a surgical mask when providing care within 6 feet of the ill individual.





YES





A fever is a temperature taken with a thermometer that is equal to or greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius). If you are not able to measure a temperature, the sick person might have a fever if he or she


feels warm


has a flushed appearance, or


is sweating or shivering.


Those with flu-like illness should stay home for at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever, or signs of a fever, without the use of fever-reducing medicines. They should stay home even if they are using antiviral drugs.





Continue heightened alert for student illness.





NO





Does the ill student have siblings/ family members in school?





YES





Screen ill student’s siblings/family members who are in school for fever and respiratory infection symptoms for the next 5 days.








Northwoods Consortium

8/25/2009

Sources:   1) School guidelines for general management of suspected swine flu (5/5/2009), WI Department of Public Instruction. 2) Surveillance Form during H1N1 Disease Activity, WI Department of Public Instruction.  3) CDC Guidance for state and local public health officials and school administrators for school (K-12) responses to influenza during the 2009-2010 school year (8/7/2009), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  4) Preparing for the flu (including H1N1 flu) (8/2009), US Dept of Health and Human Services and CDC.

