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May 3, 2009





Dear Parents,





The Polk County Health Department has ordered the closure of the Clayton School District due to a probable case of H1N1 Influenza in a school aged child. Clayton Schools are closed immediately beginning Monday May 4th through Wednesday, May 6th. Children, staff and faculty must stay home. School closure must include the suspension of all school sponsored activities. The decision to reopen Clayton School will be made in consultation with the Polk County Health department. No special cleaning of the school environment is required.  





Because influenza is easily spread from person-to-person, it is recommended that large groups of people avoid gathering.  During this time, both children and adults should stay away from other people and groups as much as possible and should not gather in other locations such as shopping malls, movie theaters or community centers.  If you or a member of your family is experiencing signs and symptoms of influenza, you are encouraged to call your local health care provider.  These symptoms are fever 100 degrees or greater, cough, nasal congestion, headache, and severe body aches. There is no vaccine available right now to protect against H1N1 influenza. There are simple actions that can help prevent the spread of influenza.  Take these everyday steps to protect your health:


Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 


Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective. 


Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread this way. 


Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 


If you get sick with influenza, CDC recommends that you stay home from work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them. 


You can find additional information at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.polkcountyflu.com" ��www.polkcountyflu.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov" ��www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov�


Your school will contact you as soon as there is information about when school will reopen.


Sincerely,


�


Gretchen Sampson RN MPH


Director/Health Officer








